Police Sub-Culture: Enduring Emotional and Social Stress by Ciskey, \u2709, Amelia & Gearhart, Faculty Advisor, Rebecca
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2007, 18th Annual JWP Conference
Apr 14th, 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Police Sub-Culture: Enduring Emotional and
Social Stress
Amelia Ciskey, '09
Illinois Wesleyan University
Rebecca Gearhart, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
Amelia Ciskey, '09 and Rebecca Gearhart, Faculty Advisor, "Police Sub-Culture: Enduring Emotional and Social Stress"
(April 14, 2007). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. Paper 10.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007/posters/10
THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2007 
Presentation P21 
POLICE SUB-CULTURE: ENDURING EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL STRESS 
Amelia Ciskey and Rebecca Gearhart* 
Anthropology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 
This poster explores the sub-culture of police officers. It discusses the high-stress environment 
that characterizes police work and explores its impact on the personal and family life of police 
officers. The research data presented focuses on the lives of three police officers of varying age 
and experience on the force in Normal, Illinois, as discovered through ethnographic interviews 
and participant-observation, including three ride-alongs with on-duty officers. The research 
identifies characteristics and behaviors of police officers that distinguish them from society at 
large. 
